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SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON JACQUES MASSENET 
REF: PARIS 33927 

1 . JACQUES MASSENET RECENTLY ARRIVED IN SAIGON TO TAKE 
UP HIS DUTIES AS "CONSUL GENERAL". HE WILL BE 
OPERATING WITHOUT ANY EXEQUATOR UNTIL AFTER THE "RE- 
UNIFICATION" OF VIETNAM, BUT WILL BE PERMITTED TO PER- 
FORM THE PRIMARILY CONSULAR FUNCTIONS PERFORMED BY HIS 
PREDECESSORS WHO WERE IN CHARGE OF THE REMNANT FRENCH 
MISSION IN SAIGON. HE IS CITED SPECIFICALLY AS RE- 
PLACING THE FORMER CONSUL GENERAL, LE CARUYER DE 
BEAUVAIS, AND NOT AMBASSADOR MERILLON OR THE DCM WHO 
HAD PREVIOUSLY HEADED THE MISSION IN SAIGON. 

2. MASSENET WAS BORN IN 192 1 . HE TOOK DEGREES IN 
LETTERS AND LAW BEFORE SERVING IN THE FRENCH ARMED 
FORCES 1942 TO 1945. AFTER THE WAR HE ENTERED THE 
FOREIGN SERVICE. HIS POSTS WERE: SHANGHAI, 1945 TO 
1946; BANGKOK, 1946 TO 1948; PARIS, 1948 - 1949; NEW 
DELHI, 1949 - 1951; FLORENCE, 1951 - 1953; PARIS, 
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SECTION, AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS); RANGOON 1957; FRENCH 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO ECAFE, 1957 - 1959, DE- 
TACHED TO NATO 1959 - 1960; PARIS 1960 - 1961 (POLITI- 
CAL AFFAIRS); COUNSELLOR IN PHNOM PENH, 1962 - 1964; 

INSTITUTE OF NATIONAL DEFENSE STUDIES, 1964 - 1965; 

CONSUL GENERAL IN BOSTON 1965 - 1970; FIRST COUNSELLOR 
(DCM) IN YAOUNDE 1970 - 1972; PARIS 1973 - 1975 (UN 
AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS). 

3. MASSENET KNOWS THAT AT FIRST HIS PRINCIPAL AND 
ALMOST ONLY TASK WILL BE OVERSEEING THE REMAINING 
FRENCH CITIZENS (NOW MOSTLY OF ASIAN ORIGIN) AND SUPER- 
VISING THE EVACUATION OF THE LARGE NUMBER WHO ARE BEING 
"REPATRIATED" TO FRANCE. HE WAS TOLD THAT AS A RESULT 

OF THE COURCEL MISSION TO HANOI, HE COULD EXPECT TO PLAY 
A BROADER ROLE AFTER REUNIFICATION WHEN HE WOULD BE IN- 
VOLVED IN THE RETURN OF SOME FRENCHMEN TO SAIGON TO 
MANAGE CERTAIN FRENCH ENTERPRISES AND IN TRADE AND AID 
MATTERS CONCERNING THE SOUTH. 

4. AMERICANS AND OTHERS WHO HAVE KNOWN MASSENET HAVE A 
HIGH OPINION OF HIM. HE IS ONLY A COUNSELLOR 2ND CLASS, 

A RATHER LOW RANK GIVEN HIS AGE, BUT THE RANK IS CONSI- 
DERED NOT SO MUCH A REFLECTION ON HIS ABILITY AS A 
RESULT OF HIS LACK OF INTEREST IN INTRIGUING FOR MORE 
RAPID PROMOTION. MASSENET IS A STRAIGHTFORWARD REPORTER 
WHO DOES NOT TRIM HIS POSITIONS TO SUIT THE POLITICAL 
WHIMS OF THE MOMENT AND IS EXPECTED TO REPORT VERY OB- 
JECTIVELY FROM SAIGON. THE ASSIGNMENT WAS NO DOUBT AP- 
PROVED BY THE ELYSEE, WHICH WAS PROBABLY PLEASED TO SEE 
A PROFESSIONAL, WHO WAS NOT PUSHING ONE POLITICAL VIEW 
OR ANOTHER, GO TO THIS SENSITIVE POST. ONE SHOULD ALSO 
NOTE THAT DESPITE HIS EXTENSIVE ASIAN EXPERIENCE, 

MASSENET HAS NEVER SERVED IN VIETNAM, NEITHER UNDER THE 
FRENCH ADMINISTRATION NOR IN THE DRV OR GVN. HE HAS, 
THEREFORE.A COMBINATION OF ASIAN EXPERIENCE AND LACK OF 
COMPROMISE IN VIETNAM. WE BELIEVE THAT MASSENET WILL 
BE HELPFUL TO AMERICANS IN SAIGON WITHIN THE LIMITS 
IMPOSED BY HIS INSTRUCTIONS AND THE VIETNAMESE. HE 
SHOULD ALSO BE WORTH TALKING TO WHEN HE TRAVELS OUT OF 
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SAIGON TO BANGKOK, WHICH HE MAY DO FROM TIME TO TIME. 
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